
 

June 15, 2019

PRESENTERS

Star Coulbrooke, Poet Laureate of Logan City, Utah, and Utah State University Writing Cen-
ter Director, is co-founder and coordinator of Helicon West, a bi-monthly open readings/
featured readers series. Published widely in lit mags and anthologies, Star’s poems are also 
available in chapbooks, notably Walking the Bear, which can be accessed through the Digital 
Stacks at the University of Utah Marriott Library. Her most recent poetry collection is Thin 
Spines of Memory.

Shanan Ballam teaches creative writing at Utah State University and was named the 2014 Lec-
turer of the Year for the College of Humanities and Social Sciences. Her poetry has appeared 
or is forthcoming in several literary journals, most recently in DIAGRAM and Tar River Poetry. 
She is the author of the chapbook The Red Riding Hood Papers (Finishing Line 2010) and the 
full-length poetry collection Pretty Marrow (Negative Capability 2013). A semi-finalist for the 
Brittingham and Pollak Poetry Prizes, the May Swenson Award, the Philip Levine Prize in Po-
etry, and the Louise Bogan Award, in 2012 Pretty Marrow received first place in the Utah Divi-
sion of Arts and Museum’s Original Writing Contest, judged by Sue Walker, former Poet Laureate of Alabama. In 
2013, Shanan was appointed to the Utah Arts Council Board of Directors where she served a four-year term.

Brock Dethier retired from USU last June after 43 years teaching writing and writing  
teachers. He has published five books for college composition teachers and students as 
well as two books of poems. His book, 21 Genres and How to Write Them, compiles most 
of his best ideas about writing.

A native New Yorker, Felicia Rose works as a writer, editor and homesteader. She taught for 
many years at The New School before becoming a faculty development coordinator at La-
Guardia Community College. She has published in The Way to My Heart: An Anthology of 
Food-Related Romance, The Sun, The Change Agent, and other anthologies and journals. When 
the spirit moves her, she pens essays and how-to articles for Mother Earth News.

Chadd VanZanten is a writer of outdoor essays and short fiction. He is author of On Fly-Fishing 
the Wind River Range, a narrative essay collection about the Wind Rivers of Wyoming, and he 
is author of The Key To This Whole Entire Thing, a collection of short fiction. His short fiction 
and essays have also appeared in magazines, journals, and anthologies, including Backpacker, 
Big Sky Journal, Fly Culture Magazine and the League of Utah Writers anthology Volatile When 
Mixed. When Chadd is not writing, he is fishing—the opposite is also true.
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Russ Beck received the Frederick Mannford Award for creative writing from the Western 
Literature Association. He co-wrote the book On Fly Fishing the Northern Rockies: Essays and 
Dubious Advice which won the Silver Quill in nonfiction from The League of Utah Writers.  
His essays have appeared in the Huffington Post and Eat Sleep Fish. He teaches writing at 
Utah State University.

Anne Stark has been teaching writing and literature at Utah State University for 
twenty-eight years. Her fiction and non-fiction won Honorable Mention and final-
ist awards from Glimmer Train, Writers at Work, League of Utah Writers, as well as 
Honorable Mention in the 2015 Utah Arts and Humanities Council for her first novel, 
Danger on Board. Her short pieces are in Wordriver, Pear Noir! and Huffington Post. In 
2014 she lived and blogged for eight months in Sevilla, Spain, with her husband. She 
is currently working on her second novel set in a rural Spanish-speaking town called 
Todos Santos.

Robb Kunz hails from Teton Valley, Idaho. After receiving his MFA in creative writing from 
the University of Idaho, Robb returned to his parent’s farm to cut grain and hay, fix fences, and 
hone his skills as a small-town barista. He currently teaches writing at Utah State University. 
Robb enjoys television, books, seltzer water, and cross-stitch.

E. B. Wheeler is the award-winning author of six novels, including Whitney Award finalist Born 
to Treason, and two novellas, as well as several short stories, magazine articles, and scripts for 
educational software programs. The League of Utah Writers named her the 2016 Writer of the 
Year, and she has been a mentor for Pitch Wars. Her youth fiction is represented by Abigail Sa-
moun of Red Fox Literary. In addition to writing, she teaches history at USU.

Amanda Luzzader is the award-winning author of dozens of short stories and essays. 
She is the author of the Among These Bones series and also the co-author of the Creep 
Factor series. Her work can be found in numerous collections and anthologies, from 
Apocalypse Utah: A Collection of Utah Horror to Chicken Soup for the Soul. Amanda 
writes mainly upmarket science fiction and horror, and she is a self-described ‘fraidy 
cat.’ Things she will run away from include (but are not limited to): mice, snakes, spi-
ders, bits of string and litter that resemble spiders, most members of the insect kingdom, 
and (most especially) bats. Bats are the worst. But Amanda is first and primarily a mother to two energetic and 
intelligent sons, and this role inspires and informs her writing, which frequently involves mothers and women as 
main characters. As Amanda likes to say, “Moms are people, too.” Amanda has worked as a technical writer and a 
professional editor and is currently employed as a grant writer for a Utah nonprofit organization. She is a devout 
cat person.



June 15, 2019

3

Rachael Bush published her fourth novel in 2018 with Th e Wild Rose Press. She writes 
paranormal, new adult, and contemporary romance erotica that’s smoking hot and always 
happy ever aft er.

John Engler has been teaching courses in the English department at Utah State since 2003, pri-
marily in research writing and creative nonfi ction writing. Raised in small-town Wisconsin, he 
has graduate degrees from Utah State University (MA, American Studies) and Pacifi c Lutheran 
University (MFA, Nonfi ction Writing). He volunteers with the international nonprofi t, Th eir 
Story is Our Story, which aims to address the global migration crisis by gathering and sharing 
refugee stories. He also coaches the Sky View boys tennis team. Over the last twenty years, he 
and his wife have raised their six children in an 1899 Smithfi eld farmhouse, which they have 
gutted and remodeled themselves. Th ey are now looking forward to their second grandchild.

Ben Gunsberg is an Associate Professor of English at Utah State University. He earned an 
M.F.A. from the University of Alabama and a Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. His 
poems have appeared in numerous literary magazines, including CutBank, Tupelo Quarterly 
Review, and Th e South Carolina Review. He is the author of two poetry collections, Rhapso-
dies with Portraits and Welcome, Dangerous Life.

Jef Huntsman is the award-winning author of Heart Attack, Yak, Yak, a humorist memoir of 
hospital time and recovery. He has been published in magazines and pamphlets. Jef has also re-
ceived numerous awards for his short stories and poems. He has been the president of the Salt 
Lake Chapter and board member of the League of Utah Writers. He recieved the LUW’s Writer 
of the Year award for 2017.

Tim Keller is a former president of the League of Utah Writers and is currently the president of 
the League’s Cache Valley Chapter. Th e only thing he likes better than reading a good story is 
telling one. Tim always wanted to try his hand at writing and began work on the Great Ameri-
can Novel. Since then, he’s branched out into short prose and essays, and even works on the 
novel from time to time.

His work, “Th e Gift ,” appears most recently in the Helicon West Anthology and was voted the 
readers’ choice for best non-fi ction essay in the literary journal the Provo Orem Word. Tim’s short stories and 
essays can also be found in the anthologies Words to Paint With, In the Shimmering, Between Places, Mirrored 
Realities, At First Glance, and Volatile When Mixed.
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Tim Tarbet is an avid reader, writer, martial artist, and role player. He is the founder and presi-
dent of the Good AF Writers, a critique group. The members of the chapter often joke that his 
motto is, “It’s not good unless it has a body count.” He feels this is somewhat unjustified as he 
has, in fact, written several pieces in which nobody dies, including the title story of the 2016 
anthology, Volatile When Mixed.

Some of his favorite authors include Cormac McCarthy, Madeline Le’Engle, Brandon Sander-
son, Robert Jordan, and Glen Cook.

Shaun Anderson is a graduate student in Utah State University’s English department.  He has 
been published in Mud Season Review, the 45 Parallel Literary Magazine, Nebo Literary Maga-
zine, and Nightlight Zine. He received first place in creative nonfiction in the 2016 and the 2019 
Utah State University creative writing contest.

Sherrie Lynn Clarke was born and raised in northern Utah. She attended Utah State Univer-
sity, majoring in English with an emphasis in creative writing. After graduating, she joined 
the League of Utah Writers to continue her writing journey. She’s the award winning author of 
several short stories, some of which are published in the anthologies, Mirrored Realities, Vola-
tile When Mixed, and Intersections. She now serves as the secretary of the League and spends 
her time working on improving her writing and mothering her three boys. If she had more free 
time, she would spend it knitting, watching anime, reading, traveling, cafe hopping, playing 
trumpet in every ensemble she could find, and otherwise making a nuisance of herself.

Jackson Bylund is an undergraduate student at Utah State University studying English, where 
he works at the Writing Center tutoring students on their writing and preparing rants about 
creative writing for presentation. He is the president of the Bull Pen, USU’s creative writing club, 
and vice president of the English Honor Society chapter there. His creative writing has been 
published in The Dangling Modifier and Nightlight Zine. He likes piña coladas and getting caught 
in the rain.

Stephanie Pointer is an undergraduate student at Utah State University. She is pursuing a B.A. 
in English, with an emphasis in literature. Stephanie works at the University’s Writing Center 
and is president of the English Honors Society. When she is not dedicating her time to helping 
students and community members improve their creative and critical work, she is writing and 
researching Samoan literature.


